A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the Protestant side; and so everything converged in favour of
Cecil's plan—the landed interest, the zeal of the Reformers,
Elizabeth's own indifference to religion (though she disliked
the spirit of the Reformation), and the support of Philip II of
Spain (although he was the chief champion of Catholicism in
Europe).
The Change in Religion. Before Mary's death a document
had been secredy drawn up either by Cecil himself or under
his direction called "A Device for the Alteration of Religion."
The three points it contained were (i) the stopping of all
preaching except by official order; (2) the turning out from the
magistracy of those who sympathized with the old religion,
especially the senior magistrates, and the putting in their
place of younger men picked for their Protestant sympathies;
and (3) die setting up of a committee which would be1 kept
very secret and which should prepare a new Liturgy for England
to take the place of the Mass.
When it came to the crowning of Elizabeth all the bishops
refused, for already there were signs of a coming change in
religion, notably when Cecil had deprived Mary's Chancellor,
Heath, the Archbishop of York, and given the custody of the
seals to a violent anti-Catholic, his wife's brother-m-kw, .Nicholas
Bacon, However, one of the bishops gave way, the Bishop of
Carlisle, and the others stood by while Elizabeth was anointed
and crowned on Sunday, January 15, 1559. There was a
solemn High Mass. Elizabeth took the oath to preserve the
Catholic religion intact. She received the Catholic communion
(under one kind). A Parliament was summoned, and Cecil
saw to it that five new anti-Catholic peers should be added
to it. It was sufficient to turn the scale. The Commons
therein were, of course, the creatures of the Government,
more than two-thirds of them being new members.
Elizabeth was recalcitrant, but the change in religion was
made. She had told Philip's Ambassador that she was deter-
mined not to take her father's old title of Head of the Church,
and in this, so far as the mere form of words was concerned,
she was successful; but the most important point of all was
gained against her when the new Prayer Book was found to
be the readoption, with no great changes, of Edward YFs
second Prayer Book, the one which was intensely Calvinist in
spirit and designed to obliterate the Ma$s. Edward VTs first
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